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	St Patrick’s Primary School
___________________________________________________________________________________

Loughgall Road, Armagh  BT61 7NL

Principal:  John Monaghan                                               Tel: 028 3752 3773

                                                                            Fax: 028 3751 0878

Website:  www.stpatrickspsarmagh.com


WELCOME BACK EVERYONE!

Welcome to a new school year - in particular all our new parents and children.  
It is lovely to see everyone after the long holidays – all fresh, bright and enthusiastic! 
We look forward to working in partnership with you and your children and hope that they will find all their school experiences to be happy and successful – and that you do too!
New Vice-Principal!

A special welcome to our newly appointed Vice-Principal Mrs O’Shea. (P.3). 

Mrs O’Shea has come to us from Holy Trinity Primary School in Belfast – but being from Lurgan – she is delighted to be coming to work in the home county!  

We wish her much happiness in her new post.

Mrs McClory’s Retirement Mass
Mrs McClory’s long career at St. Patrick’s will be celebrated with a special Mass in her honour on Thursday 10th September at 7.00pm in the Cathedral. This will be followed by a presentation and refreshments back in the school.  The children had a celebration in school before the summer holidays so our gathering in school after the Mass is aimed mainly at the adults – family, friends, Governors, pupils, past and present, staff and parents.

It would be lovely to have a good turn-out of pupils at the Mass in their uniforms, particularly to lead the singing!
Dinner / Lunch / Snacks
Dinners now cost £2.50 per day and should be paid on Monday morning. Please send the correct money with your child.  Dinner money will not be allowed to accumulate from one week to the next as returns have to be made to the Education Authority.  

The healthy snacks policy continues this year with only milk, water and fruit being permitted for the mid-morning break.  (Order forms for milk will be sent home shortly)

Children who take lunch are being asked to bring their left-overs home. This lets you know how much they are eating and also cuts down on large volumes of waste to be disposed of by the school.

The school council tuck shop is available for P3 – P7 providing snack packs and bottled water at 40p each.
Nut / Food Allergies

A number of children suffer from nut allergies which can be very severe, so please do not send in any foods containing nuts in your child’s lunchbox.  While it may seem harsh, please refrain from sending cake/buns on occasions such as birthdays for the same reason.

The school council operates a stationery shop every Wednesday at break time for P.3-7 pupils.

Breakfast Club / After School Club

The Breakfast Club and After School Clubs have commenced.  

Details are on our website and are also available on request from Mrs Darragh or Mrs McElvanna.

Headphones for Computers
It has proved impossible to maintain an adequate supply of working headphones for use in ICT lessons, therefore this year we will offer each pupil the opportunity to purchase a set for their own personal use only.  These can be labelled and kept in their classroom to be cared for by each individual. This will also address the issue of hygiene which has been pointed out by some parents. 
Information for School 

Please complete the Data Collection Sheet to ensure we have updated information about your child. This includes your consent to bring your child on excursions from school and to photograph him/her for school publications in local press or on our website. Children will not be named in such pictures unless you have been contacted personally for permission.

While we do all we can to keep costs of trips to a minimum, it would not be possible without your contributions.  A child will not be excluded on the basis of inability to contribute.
Road Safety Concerns

As you are aware, safety of our pupils on the road is a major concern for all of us and we are continually trying to find ways of ensuring that there are no injuries or worse. Once is too much.
After consultation with Roads Service, Education Authority (Transport) and PSNI, a plan has been drawn up as follows:

Guard railings are to be put along the edge of the road outside the school gates to keep   children off the road and cars off the footpath.

A designated crossing point will be established by a gap in the railings further up from the school gate and road markings adjusted to suit.
The present bus stop outside the Harps Club will be moved down the Loughgall Road to where the other crossing patrol operates.

In the meantime, PSNI have instructed that No-Parking cones are placed at points on the footpath facing the school entrance, as designated by them and Transport Division (Education Authority) and at specific times corresponding to children arriving/leaving school, which they will monitor.
The Harps Gaelic Club have generously allowed us to open their car park for parents to use when dropping children off or collecting them at these key times. We are very grateful to them for this.

Our (already overcrowded) staff car park cannot safely accommodate parents driving in, particularly as children are arriving and leaving.   
Please respect this for your child – and the other 483 children!

This is not perfect for everyone, - but willingness to co-operate might prevent a tragedy. 
School Holidays

Please retain the attached list of school closures for future reference. These are also published on the calendar section of the school website.

Oct 26th  – 30th (inclusive)        Mid-Term / Halloween Break

Dec 21st Close at 11.00am for Christmas.     Re-open on Wednesday 6th January

Feb 15th  – 19th (inclusive)       Mid-Term Break 

March 17th  St. Patrick’s Day

March 24th Holy Thursday, close at 11.00am for Easter.    Re-open on Monday 4th April
May 2nd  Bank Holiday

May 30th  Bank Holiday

June 30th   Thursday – School closes at 11.00am for summer.
One more day has yet to be arranged and you will be notified when it has been assigned.

Your attention to the following is always helpful and greatly appreciated… 

· No smoking anywhere on school property

· Not loitering around the entrance/steps which become too congested
· Having children at school after 8.45am but before 9.00am!
· Ringing in to inform if your child will be late (for roll marking/dinners)

· Notifying school early if your child is sick
· Keeping appointments outside school hours when possible

· Keeping the school updated with contact numbers etc.

· Ensuring that books/equipment etc. are well looked after

· That chewing gum does not come into school

· That full school uniforms are worn and name tags used

· That Shorts, T-shirt and non-marking trainers are provided for P.E.

· That  children do not have shaved heads, hair dye or make-up 

· That jewellery is not worn, - except stud type ear rings

· That you talk regularly to your child about behaviour and manners

    Thank you for your support
                                                        J. Monaghan

Tin Whistle Club

In June a letter was sent out to find out if there was sufficient interest in running an after school Tin Whistle club tutored by Ms Donna McSorley.  There was a great response.

The classes will run in 6 week blocks starting on Wednesday 16th Sept and again from Wednesday 4th November.

Classes will be from 2.15 – 3.00pm and from 3.15 – 4.00pm at a cost of £3.00 per lesson.

Each child will be required to bring their own tin whistle which can be purchased from most music shops and at the Navan Centre. (Ask for a “D” whistle).

If you wish to reserve a place for these lessons please complete and return the slip below on or before Friday 11th September.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please reserve a place for_______________________________   Class_______

at Tin Whistle Club for six week block of lessons at £18 for each block of lessons as follows:


Wednesday 16th Sept  -  Wednesday 21st October

     Wednesday 4th November  -  Wednesday 9th December
Parent’s signature_________________________________   Date________
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